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DIOCESAN DISASTER SERVICES 
 

CSS coordinates the diocesan assistance to victims of  
disasters. In time of natural disasters CSS responds in 
partnership with local parishes, the Knights of Columbus 
and St. Vincent de Paul societies throughout the diocese. 

Director: Robert D. Gorman 
Phone 876-0490 

 

2005 Report: Hurricane Katrina 
The entire Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux responded to 
the 2005 storms – parishes, schools, Knights of  
Columbus councils, St.  
Vincent de Paul societies 
and not just Catholic Social 
Services, but the entire pas-
toral center staff. It was an 
unprecedented and incredi-
bly hospitable response to a 
disaster of truly biblical  
proportions. Volunteers  
included clergy (Bishop 
Sam Jacobs was active in 
disaster relief on a daily  
basis for weeks as were 
many priests and deacons), 
religious and lay Catholics. 
Our diocese provided cots, 
blankets, diapers, food, 
medicine and clothing to the 
shelters. Three shelters were 
operated by Catholic parishes and Catholic Social Ser-
vices. Catholic clergy, religious & parishioners provided 
leadership in many more and thousands of Catholic  
volunteers were present 
throughout every shelter in 
the diocese. CSS created 
parish-based Matthew 25 
Response Teams to  
organize volunteers. Adore  
Ministries created Project 
Starfish, organizing the  
relocation of over 1,500 
people from the Houma shelter to families and friends 
across America. CSS carried Operation Starfish to other 
shelters.  BISCO, a congregation-based community  
organization funded by the Catholic Campaign for  
Human Development, coordinated volunteers at a shelter.  
Knights of Columbus councils cooked thousands of 
meals for shelter evacuees, first responders and  
volunteers.  Mt. 25 teams cooked weekly suppers in  
parish halls for evacuees in local host families and set up 

“stores” in parish halls to help with household supplies. 
Additionally, Mt. 25 teams and CSS case managers 
adopted local hotels and 
nursing homes to assist 
evacuees. Case managers  
arrived from Catholic 
Charities of the Dioceses 
of Cleveland and Balti-
more to help. Catholic vol-
unteers provided counsel-
ing at the shelters and one CSS volunteer drove 53 

evacuee families to local 
stores to purchase items 
needed to set up new house-
holds upon leaving the  
shelters. CSS helped over 
400 evacuees in the shelters 
sign up for emergency food 
stamps and access other  
vital services. CSS paid for 
rent, utility deposits, house-
hold items & medicine for 
evacuees to enable them to 
move into local housing and 
out of the shelters. CSS 
Good Samaritan food banks 
and thrift store helped  
hundreds of people with 
emergency food & clothing.  
 

Hurricane Rita  
Over 8,000 homes in the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux 
flooded during Hurricane Rita. Hundreds of homes 
flooded by Katrina on Grand Isle flooded again during 
Rita or just washed away. Beginning less than 24 hours 
after Rita struck, CSS delivered cleaning supplies and 
other items to local victims at five staging areas along 
each affected bayou.  Parishes spared the flooding  
organized caravans of relief supplies and delivered 
them to families in the affected parishes. The KCs 
again cooked thousands of meals. St. Vincent de Paul 
societies provided clothing, furniture and appliances. 
At year end, unmet, long-term recovery needs were 
being addressed under the leadership of CSS and 
TRAC, a local non profit co-founded and partially 
funded by CSS. CSS case managers are counseling 
hundreds of  families and providing assistance with 
furniture, appliances, elevations, home repairs, flood 
insurance, sewer treatment plants & other recovery 
items. This CSS casework will continue for several 
years. 

2005 Disaster Relief 
In 2005, direct aid for disaster relief totaling $315,863.45 
was granted to over 7500 families.  Those costs were for the 
following services: $108,553.71 for rent and utilities; 
$16,186.13 for transportation; $1,134.45 for clothing; 
$833.92 for medicine; $540.00 for child care; $17,488.01 
for furniture and appliances; $4,128.00 for construction and 
other assistance; $42,535.22 for supplies for the shelters; 
$12,636.34 was spent for food preparation for victims; and 
$111,827.67 was spent on cleaning supplies (over 6,000 
mops, 4,500 brooms, buckets, bleach, disinfectant, etc.).   
The Thibodaux & Raceland Food Banks assisted 85 fami-
lies (298 individuals) living in the area who were displaced 
by the Hurricanes.  The Terrebonne Food Bank assisted 268 
more families than usual during Sept. (1,075 individuals– 
locals & those displaced).  CSS staff assisted over 400 fami-
lies living in the shelters by processing Temporary Food 
Stamp Applications.  CSS hired 7 outreach workers to assist 
families with unmet needs which will continue for years.     
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ASSISI BRIDGE HOUSE (ABH) and 
INDEPENDENT LIVING PROGRAM (ILP)  

 

A residential halfway house and transitional program for 
chemically dependent men. 
 

Counselor in Training:  Monique Vicknair, MPC 
Office Manager: Lydia Beauvais 

Night Supervisor: Walter “Tommy” McIntyre 
Part-time Counselor: Louis Stuer, LAC 

Phone 872-5529 
2005 Report 
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CATHOLIC COMMUNITY CENTER 
SOUTH LAFOURCHE 

A food and clothing crisis center in South Lafourche.  
Some outreach and counseling services and response in 
time of disaster. 

Administrator: Sister 
Stanislaus Langlinais, O.P. 

Phone 632-6859 
2005 Report 
During the year, 458 
families were served, a 
total of 1,456 individuals.  
Volunteers contributed 8,022 hours.  Along with the 
Angel Tree Committee, CCC distributed Christmas toys 
to 500 children.   Four hundred children received school 
supplies.   The Center also provided medicine and assis-
tance to families for fire related loss.   



ST. LUCY CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
 

 

Day care and child development program for children 
ages 1 year to 5 years.  

Center Manager:  Marshall Gullage, CDA 
Teachers: Patricia Allen, CDA, Rosita Ledet,CDA 
Courtney Virgin, Sherrel Butler & Carleen Fitch 

Cooks: Helen Ruffin and Juanita Pharr 
Janitor: Joseph Harris 

Phone 876-1246 
 

2005 Report 
St. Lucy’s provided day care and child development  
services to 142 children in 2005 with an average daily 
attendance of 58 children.  Approximately ninety-five 
percent (95%) of the children met the federal 
government’s low income criteria and most are from 
families of working parents.   
United Way and Gheens Foundation Scholarships, CSS 
subsidies and state funds help keep tuition at $65 per 
week for parents who pay tuition themselves.   
Marshall Gullage received her Child Development  
Associate (CDA) certification recognizing her compe-
tence as a professional child development specialist.   
Marshall joins Rosita Ledet and Pat Allen on the St. 
Lucy staff as CDA certified professionals.  

COASTAL ENTREPRENEURS' NET 
TO SUCCESS (C.E.NT.S.) 

 

A self employment, entrepreneurs' program that  
provides training and one-on-one counseling to support 
the development and growth of legitimate small or micro 
businesses. 

Associate Director: Germaine Jackson 
Phone 876-0490 

2005 Report 
During 2005 the staff , a committee of Board members 
and volunteers completed an evaluation process of the  
C.E.N.T.S. program.  Once the evaluation was completed, 
the committee recommended that the Board of Directors 
move the program into the strategic planning process.  A 
Strategic Planning Committee was formed consisting of 
staff and CSS Board Members.  Suggestions were made 
to revamp the C.E.N.T.S. training program and to  
redefine the target market.  The new program with greater 
emphasis on startup businesses will begin in January 
2006. 

GOOD SAMARITAN FOOD BANKS  
 

Three Ecumenical (Interchurch) food banks in 
Thibodaux (TSCC-Thibodaux Social Concerns Committee), 
Raceland (CLIO- Central Lafourche Interfaith Outreach) 
and Houma (TCU- Terrebonne Churches United) and the 
outreach food bank in Dulac, provide food and 
household items to families in crisis.  

Administrators: Emma Hadley (TSCC & CLIO) 
        Reynold Pitre  (TCU) 

                    Houma 851-5523, Dulac 563-7483 
            Thibodaux 447-9776, Raceland 537-7706  
 

2005 Report 
 

The Houma food bank served 1,416 families during the 
year with a total of 4,042 individuals. The food bank in 
Dulac provided food to 43 families reaching 145 
individuals. The Thibodaux food bank helped 864 
families (2098 individuals) and the Raceland food bank 
assisted 251 families (784 individuals). 
Volunteers at all food banks contributed more than  
19,472 hours of service in 2005. A United Way grant 
was again awarded to the food banks.  The Food Banks 
received food from all across the nation due to the  
impact of the 2005 hurricanes on the area.   

FOSTER GRANDPARENT PROGRAM 
 

The FGP Program provides opportunities for low income  
persons, age 60+, to give supportive services to children 
in schools, Headstart programs, shelters, homes for 
abused women, day cares and hospitals. 

Program Manager: Van Johnson   
Outreach Worker:  Annette Doucet 

Phone 876-0490 
2005 Report 
There were 99 active Foster 
Grandparents during the year, 
providing 76,633 service hours. 
Over $228,475.00 in meals, 
stipends, and travel  
reimbursement were provided to 
the participants.  
Approximately 250 high risk 
children were mentored by the 
Foster Grandparents, mostly in 
schools and Head Start programs.   

MATERNITY AND ADOPTIONS 
 

Counseling for people dealing with an unplanned  
pregnancy.  Adoptive placements with Catholic couples 
within the Diocese when infants are surrendered for  
adoption.  Pre-placement and post placement home  
studies for agency adoptions.  

Director: Robert D. Gorman 
Phone 876-0490 

2005 Report 
CSS finalized one adoption in 2005. The agency’s social 
worker conducted four post placement visits related to 
this adoption.  Catholic Charities- New Orleans  
completed two adoptions for families in our Diocese 
through a cooperative agreement.  New Orleans also 
placed one infant from our Diocese for adoption.     



PROJECT SELF HELP 
Assistance for people who need further education,  
training, job seeking skills, resources to accept a job etc.   

Case Worker: Jennifer Gaudet  
Phone 876-0490 

2005 Report 
Project Self Help assisted 28 individuals with $3,523.44 
in grants for vo-tech tuition, uniforms, boots, licenses, 
IDs, supplies, shelter and equipment to enable them to go 
to work.   10 people were given transit bus passes in order 
to seek shelter or work in other areas of the state. 

PARISH BASED PROGRAMS SPONSORED BY 
CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES 

 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES (CRS): 
OPERATION RICE BOWL (ORB) 

WORK OF HUMAN HANDS 
 

Director: Sister Celeste Cotter, CSJ 
Phone 876-0490 

Operation Rice Bowl (ORB) is a Lenten program that 
combines prayer, fasting, education, and almsgiving.  
ORB gives the Catholic community in the United States 
the opportunity to learn about and assist people living in 
destitute poverty in other parts of the world.  Food Fasts 
and Hunger Banquets teach about the conditions and 
causes of global hunger.  Contributions support  
programs to end the causes of hunger through farming 
techniques, water projects, maternal and child health, 
education, and microfinancing.  Of the funds collected, 
75% supports overseas development efforts and 25% 
supports local projects.  
Work of Human Hands (WOHH) is a craft sales  
program that directly benefits third world entrepreneurs.  
CRS supports fair trade and small family businesses by 

PROJECT LEARN 
 

Adult literacy program in Terrebonne Parish, co-
sponsored by CSS and Terrebonne Parish Consolidated 
Government.  Also English as a second language (ESL) 
tutoring. 

Administrator: John LeBlanc  
Secretary: Chantelle Bunch 

Phone 873-6598 
2005 Report 
Project Learn provided literacy services to 35 adult  
students from Terrebonne Parish in 2005. The program 
also had 5 students from Lafourche Parish.  Seven new 
tutors were trained. There are a total of 138 volunteer 
tutors and 1 staff tutor.  Fifty-Six students studied 
English as a second language.   A United Way grant was 
again awarded to Project Learn.   
Project Learn’s Family Literacy Program which helps the 
entire family with literacy had a total of 95 families (187 
students) participate. 

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT (CCHD) 

 

Diocesan Director:  Robert D. Gorman 
TARGET Coordinator: Sister Celeste Cotter, CSJ 

Phone 876-0490 
 

Education – One aspect of CCHD’s mission is to educate 
parishioners about poverty and Catholic Social Teaching, 
based on Scripture and the documents of the Church.  
Parishes with a particular commitment to justice 
education join the TARGET program and receive free 
education materials. 
Funding for Self-Help Groups – The other aspect of 
CCHD’s mission is to provide funding for self-help 
programs that encourage organized groups of low-income 
people to work together to solve common problems. 
Annual Collection – Each year, on the weekend before 
Thanksgiving, a national collection is held in American 
Catholic parishes to support CCHD.  Seventy-five 
percent of the collection funds self-help projects 
throughout the country; twenty-five percent remains in 
the diocese to support local CCHD efforts. 
 

2005 Report 
Sixteen parishes have committed their efforts as  
TARGET parishes to educating for justice, working with 
funded groups, and supporting the campaign.   
Collectively they increased their total $9,000 over last 
year.   The diocese collected $48,288 for the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development, which was a 38% 
increase.  Members of St. Genevieve, Holy Cross, and St. 
Eloi visited two CCHD-funded projects in New Orleans – 
Café Reconcile, an economic initiative project and the 
Bucket Brigade, an anti-pollution community organizing 
group.  Donna Grimes, education specialist from the  
national office gave a presentation at the CCHD diocesan 
luncheon for clergy, parish staff, and TARGET  
representatives. 

purchasing crafts at a value based on U.S. market sale 
value.  By doing so, craftspeople can earn a living wage 
and send their children to school instead of work.  
Parishes purchase goods on consignment for sale at their 
churches throughout the year. 
 

2005 Report 
Thirty-one parishes and two  
mission churches took part in 
Operation Rice Bowl, collecting 
$34,874 during Lent for global 
development projects.  The  
Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux 
also collected $166,500 for 
Catholic Relief Services to use in 
relief efforts following the  
tsunami affecting Southeast Asia 
and Africa.  St. Bernadette  
Parish and Catholic Social Services hosted sales in  
December for Work of Human Hands international crafts, 
selling over $4,350 worth of handcrafts. 
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

Associate Director: Sister Celeste Cotter, CSJ 
Phone 876-0490 

 

The responsibility of the CSS staff is to assist parishes to 
integrate the social mission of the Church into all aspects 
of parish life. 
 

Leadership Training and Education  -  Help parishioners 
come to a better understanding of the social mission of the 
parish through:  * Familiarity with the 7 Principles of 
Catholic Social Teaching (CST), the Bishops' Pastorals, 
Papal Encyclicals and other statements.*  Social justice 
presentations to confirmation classes, RCIA groups, 
religious education teachers, pastoral councils, liturgy 
committees, and other ministries. *Technical assistance to 
parishes to develop Parish Social Ministry Committees and 
provide needed training for those committees. 
 

 

2005Report 
 

Leadership Training and Education 
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Executive Director: Robert D. Gorman,  LCSW, ACSW   
Associate Director for Social Services: Germaine Jackson, J.D. 

Associate Director for Parish Social Ministry:  Sister Celeste Cotter, CSJ 
Office Manager: Wanda Dugas  

Receptionists: Emma Hadley, Dia Blanchard, Barbara Norman 

Charities Revenues - 2004/2005
(Total Revenues = $2,015,962)

$490,845

$559,975

$385,703

$86,816
$181,412

$94,016
$217,195

Federal/State Funds

Dioc. Support/Collect.

Other Income

United Way Allocations

Donations  and Grants

Child care (St. Lucy)

Support from ABA

Charities Expenses - 2004/2005
(Total Expenses = $2,158,811)

$30,765

$322,241$370,416

$653,128

$111,332
$100,715

$341,117

$229,097

Ass is i Bridge House

Catholic Hous ing Services

Fos ter Grandparent Program

Micro-enterprise Program  (c.e.n.t.s .)

St. Lucy Daycare Center

Food Bank Operations

Other Programs

Adm inis tration ���������	
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Bishop Sam G. Jacobs  Rev. Jay Baker  Sr. Miriam Mitchell  Emelina Basas  

Dr. Judith Blaise  Joan Bringaze  Al Bruce Father Francis Bui  

Bert Cheramie  Al Danos  Julie Delaune  Sandra Ellender  

Matthew Hagen  Morris Hebert  Toni Jensen  Judy Quinilty  

Marvin Marmande, Sr. (Emeritus) Ernestine Ellender (Emeritus) 


